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2 Matth. ix. 36, 37, 38. 
ben Feſus ſaw the Multitude, he was moved with 


Compaſſion on them, becauſe they fainted, and were 
ſcattered abroad, as Sheep having no Shepherd. Then 
ſaith he unto his Diſciples, The Harveſt truly is 
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3 Plenteous, but the Labourers are Few, Pray ye there- 
F fore the Lord of the Harveſt, that he will ſend forth 
3 Labourers into his Flarveſt, 0 "Ns 

4 p PEX Lord's. Day is Ordination-Day, 
4 TE ro thatDay upon which Learned and Reli- 


gious Men 3re to be Ordained Prieſts | 
and Deacons; and next Week is Em- 
her-Week; That Week which is Em- 
15 phatically calFd, a Week of Embers 
4 or Aſhes. For, theſe two Words do only ſignify one a 
94 and the ſame Thing. 2 
| And the Reaſon why this Week is thus called, is 

this, The Church hath commanded us to Faſt and to 

Pray upon three days in this Week, Thai God would be 

pleaſed to give us fuch Minifters, as are both Willing. 

and Able, oth by their Life and Doctrine, to ſet forth 

his Glory, and to ſes forward the Salvation of all Men. 

And theſe three Days have been heretofore ſo ſtrict- 

ly kept by holy Men and Women, that they cover'd 

themſelves with Sackcloth and Aſhes, and ate no- 

thing till Night, nor then neither, ſave only a Cake 

baked under the Embers; which was therefore called 

Ember bread. And from this ſtrictneſs and ſeverity 

which was formerly uſed upon the three Faſting- 
days in this Week, the whole Week cameto be called 


4 


Ember - Week ; | 


8 „CCC 

And the Reaſon of all this ſtrictneſs and ſeverity 

upon this Occaſion, is this, When men do Faſt from 
Meat, they acknowledge themſelves to be Unworthy 
of the leaſt Crumb of that Meat they Faſt from. 
And when they do, in the time of their Faſting, co- 
ver themſelves with Sackcloth, they acknowledge 
That to be far better than they deſerve. They call 
to mind, that their Clothing is only the effect of 
their Nakedneſs; and that their Nakedneſs is only 
the effect of their Sin : And therefore, t hey are re- 
ſolv'd not to be Proud of thoſe Clothes, which ought 
to Humble them with the Thoughts of their firſt O- | 
riginal. and to put them in mind of thoſe tatter'd 
Rags they are Now Clothed with, inſtead of that 
Glorious Robe of Righteouſneſs, which they once had 
in Paradiſe. When men do caſt Embers, and ſprin- 
| kle Aſhes upon their Heads, they publickly tell God, 
that their Sins are ſo many, and ſo great, that they 
deſerve nothing, but Death; they deſerve nothing, 
but to have Thoſe dreadful Words, in tbe Office for 
the Burial of the Dead, conſtantly ſounding in their 
- Ears, Earth to Earth, Aſhes to Aſpes, and Duſt to Duſt. 
And when Men do thus Openly declare their inward 
Sorrow of Heart, by theſe and the like outward ſigns 
of Faſting and Mortification, they mightily. move 
both God and Man to have Mercy upon them. For, 
when the Servants of Ben-hadad, King of Syria, girded 
Sackcioth on their Loins, and put Ropes on their Head, 
and preſented themſelves to Ahab, King of Iſrael, 
in that humble-and miſerable Condition, he could 
not chuſe but have Pity upon him, though God bad 
appointed him to utter Deſtruction, and though be and 
his People were to loſe their Lives, for ſaving bim and 
bis Feople from Death, 1 Kings xx. 32, 42. Yea, and 
that very ſame Ahab, by Humbling bimſelf with 
Faſting in Sackcloth and Aſhes, mov'd God to take 
away from him one of the greateſt temporal Judg- 
ments, that ever was threatned againſt a mortal 
Man, 
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but @ Company of poor filly Sheep ſeatrer d abroad without 


OE. 
Man, 1 Kings xxi. 17. with the following Verſes to 
the End of the Chapter. | 


And here now, let no Proud Sinner, that deſpiſeth 


the Miniſters of God's Word, imagine, that the Day 


appointed for the Ordination of Prieſts and Deacons, 
1s not of ſo great Concern to rhe Nation, that it 
ought to be kept with ſo much Strictneſs and Solem- 
nity : Let no Graceleſs Perſon think fo ſcornfully of 


Ember. Week and Ordination-Day : For, the Apoſtles 


thought themſelves bound, to Ordain no Elders in any 


Church, without the Solemnity of a Faft, Acts xiv. 23. 


And Chrift himſelf, before be enter'd upon his Minifte- 
rial Office, Faſted forty Days and forty Nights, Mat iv. 2, 
17. And it Faſting, and Io long Faſting, was Neceſſary 


to fit and prepare Chriſt for the Miniſtry, how much 


more Neceſſary is it to fit and prepare Us for it, who 
are Infinitely ſhort of his Divine Perfections? 

And thus I have ſhewn you, what is meant byOrd1- 
nation-Day, and what 1s meant by Ember-Week. And 
that you may all keep them, as they ought to be 
kept, I have purpoſely pitch'd upon theſe Words, 


which are the Goſpel for the Ordination of Prieſts, as 


being moſt proper for this Great Occaſion, and our 
moſt Serious Meditation upon it. Vhen Jeſus ſaw 


the Multitude, he was moved with Compaſſion on them, 


becauſe they fainted, and were ſcattered abroad, as Sheep 


having no Shepherd. Then ſaid he unto bis Diſciples, 


The Harveſt truly is Plenteous, but the Labourers are 
Few : Pray ye therefore the Lord ef the Harveſt, that 
be will fend forth Labourers into his Harveſt. 
In which Words there are ſeveral Doctrines : But 
I can, at preſent, only inſiſt upon this One. 
Though there be a great many Miniſters in a City or 


Country; yet, the Common People may be readyto Faint, 


and to Feriſ for want of Knowledge , for want of Plain, 
Aſfectionate, Practical, and Scripture- Preaching : Tea, 
and their Caſe may be ſo deſperately Bad, that nothing 


2 


(s) 
Shepherd, can poſſibly repreſent their deplorabieCondition, 
And the Reaſons, which prove this Doctrine, are theſe: 
© Firſt, There were a great many Scribes, and Phari- 


ſees, and Lawyers in our Saviour's time. For, he 


denounced more Woes, and greater Curſes againſt 
them, than againſt all others; becauſe they were 
more againſt him and his Goſpel, than all others 
were, Mat. xx111. throughout the Chapter. And yet, 
notwithſtanding there were ſo many Miniſters, and 


Doctors, and Preachers of the Law at that time, the 
Text tells us, The Labourers were Few. Few of them 


all would Labour in the Harveſt, and Feed the Flock 
of the Lord. And therefore, The Multitude Fainted. 
Or, as the Margin of the Bible has it, They were 
Tired, by going ſo far to hear an Awakening Preach- 
er, and they Lay down for Wearineſs, and they were 


 ſeattered abroad, as Sheep having no Shepherd. And 


what was their Caſe then, may, for any thing we 
know, be theCaſe of ſeveral Thouſands and Millions 
at this preſent time : For, The thing that hath been, 
it is that which ſball be; and that which is done, is 
that which ſball be dowe: And there is no New thing 
under the Sun, Eccl. i. 9. 5 

Secondly, The Scripture tells us of ſome, who ought 
to be Teachers, but in Truth, have need to be Taught 


themſelves the very firſt Principles of the Oracles of God, 


Heb. v. 12. They ſet up for Preachers, before they well 
underſtand their Catechiſm ; That Form of Doctrine, 
that Form of Sound Words, andthat Form of Knowledge 
and Truth, which they ought to be firſt Inſtructed in. 


For, ſays the Prophet, I/. Ivi. 10, 11. His watchmen 


and his Shepherds are Blind; they are all Ignorant; they 
are all Dumb Dogs; they cannot bark, they cannot Un- 


derſtand. And if poor Ignorant People have ſuch an 


norant Man for their Miniſter, muſt they not, with- 
out a Miracle, neceſſarily Periſh for want of Know- 
ledge? For, how can the Blind lead theBlind ? Or, how | 
can theDumbſpeak to theDeaf ?Or, how can the Igno- 
rant Guide Teach his People Knowledge ? © Thirdly, 


{88 
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Thirdly, The Scripture tells us of others, who, 
though they are Learned enough, and Able enough 
to Preach to their People; yet, they are not Wil- 
ling enough todo it. They are Idle and Lazy; they 
put their Candle under a Buſbel; they hide their Talent 
in a Napkin; and they keep their Learning to them- 
ſelves, as a ſtingy Miſer does his Gold, and no Man 
is ever the better for it. For, ſays the Prophet, 
Iſaiah, lvi. 10. They Sleep, they Lie down, they love 
to Slumber. And this Character did not only belong 


to ſome few of them: For, it is there ſaid, they All 


did ſo : That is, the Generality and the greateſt 
art of them did ſo. And if poor Ignorant People 
ave ſuch an Idle Man for their Miniſter, muſt they 

not, without a Miracle, Neceſſarily Periſh for want 

of Knowledge? For, what matter is it, whether a 

Man ſtarve tor want of Money to buy him Meat, or 

for want of a Heart to uſe his Money for his ne- 

ceſſary Support? And, what matter is it, whether 

a Man's Guide be Ignorant and cannot; or whether he 

be Learned, and will not ſhew him the Way to Heaven? 

Fourthly, The Scripture tells us of others, who 
though they are neither Ignorant nor Idle; but very 


Learned, and very Laborious: Yet, they are Cove- 


tous and Voluptuous. They uſe neither their Learning 
nor their Labour in Preaching to their People, but 


in ſeeking what they have, and in getting it away 


from them. They ſeek not Them, but Theirs; not 
their Souls, but their Riches. Their whole Buſineſs 
is only, 10 Devour Widows Houſes, and to Turn' the - 


Houſe of God into a Den of Thieves. For, ſays the 


Prophet, I/. lvi. 11. They are Greedy Dogs, which can 


never have enough; they all look to their own Way, every 


one for his Gain from his Quarter. And that you may 
know, what they do with all that they thus Cove- 
zouſly ſcrape together, their Voluptuouſne ſs follows in 
the next Words; they beſtow it all upon their Luſts, 
deen their filthy Pleafure, For, it 3s there ſi of 

«oh * them, 
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1 
them, Verſe 12. Come ye, ſay they, Iwill ferch Wine, 
and we will fill ourſelves with Strong drink, and to- 


phet only met with bad Miniſters, hear what is 


| Vritten, Exel. xxxiv. 2, 3, 4. Foe be to the Shepherds 
= f Iſrael, that feed themſelves, that eat the Fat, and 


clothe them with the Wool, and kill them that are 
Fed; but, Feed not the Flock, but Rule them with 
Force and Cruelty, And that you may not think, 
that this was only the Character of ſome few of 


Herd; but, all the Sheep, and all the Flocks, were 
ſcattered upon all the Face of the Earth: And Nene, 
mark it, not One, did Search or Seek after them. 
And therefore, this dreadful Curſe is denounced 
againſt them, Z ech. xi. 17. Woe to the Idol. Sbep- 
Herd. That is, that Man who pretends to be a 
Shepherd, but is no more a Shepherd, than an Idol, 
which pretends to be God, is God. Woe to the Idol 
Shepherd, that leaveth the Flock to the Care of a 
-Hireling : The Sword ſhall be upon his Arm, and 


and his right Eye ſhall be utterly darkned, Mark 
this as long as you live. A Mrnifter that does not 
oo after his Fariſh| in bis own Perſon, but leaves 
it to the Care of a Hireling, is not really a Miniſter , 
but be is an Idol, For he has a Mouth indeed; but 


People: He has Eyes; but he Sees not their Straits 
and Neceſſities: He has Ears; but he Hears not 
their Groans and Complaints for Bread: And he has 
Feet; but he walks not to Viſit them upon their 
Sick or Death-Beds: And his Puniſhment for this 
is very Severe and Terrible. For, the Sword ſball 


Hall be clean dried up, and his right Eye ſhall be ut- 
zerly darſned. And when all this is come upon as 6 
EE 311 


| morrow ſball be as this Day, and much more abundant. 
| And that you may not think, that this one Pro- 


them, it is there added, Ver. 5, 6. There was no Shep- 


upon his right Eye; bis Arm fhail be clean dried up, 


be ſpeaks not a Word in Seaſon to the Souls of his 


be upon his Arm, and upon his right Eye : His Arm 


IF 
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of 


8 


5 | (9) 
what 2 Oh! what wilt thou be the better for all that 
thou haſt gotten by thy Pluralities and Non. Reſidence!) 
What! Oh! what will thy Money then avail thee, 
when Thou and I: muſt Periſh both together! And, 
it poor Ignorant People have ſuch a Couetous and 
Voluptuous Man for their Miniſter, muſt they not, 
without a Miracle, neceſſarily perith for want of 
Knowledge? For, how can a Covetous Man, whoſe 
God is his Gold, Preach againſt zhe Love of Money, 
which is the Root of all Evil? Or, how can a Voluptu- 
ous Man, whoſe God is his Belly, Preach tor Faſting, 
Self-denial and Mortification ? Or, if he does: yet, 
how can any one that hears him, believe a Word of 
what he ſays, when that may be juſtly ſaid to him, 
which was unjuſtly ſaid to Moſes, Numb. xvi. 14. 
Wilt thon put out the Eyes of theſe Men, by Preaching 
that to them, which thou thyſelf wilt not Practice; 
and by binding heavy Burthens, and grievous to be born, 
and layiug them on their Shoulders, but thou thyſelf 
wilt not move them with one of thy Fingers? Mat. xxiii. 4. 
Fifthly, The Scripture tells us of others, who, 
though they areneither Ignorant, nor Idle, Covetous, 
nor Voluptuous; yet, they are Proud. They love the 
Praiſe of Men, more than the Praiſe of God; they love to 
beccalled{ Rabbi; they love the uppermoſt Rooms at Feaſts, 
and the chief Seats in the Synagogues, and Greetings in 
the Markets. They ſcorn ſuch a poor place as Naza- 
reth or Galike , they muſt needs be at Feruſalem, and 
preach at Court, where they may be moſt ſeen of 
Men. They think it below them to Feed God's 
Lambs, to Catechize little Children, to Conceal their 
Learning, and to ſpeak fo plain, that the moſt Igno- 
rant Men and Women may uuderſtand and profit by 
them. They think, that preaching the Law, which 
is to Convince Men of Sin, and to humble them for it, 
can never work upon Gentlemen, which are only to 
be wrought upon by eaſter and gentler Methods. 
That is, in plain Err ſmooth and RY 
| | 'ords 


Morde. They think, that preaching of Ele@ion, Vo- 


fal, and above the Reach of ordinary Capacities. And 


* 


They think no Preaching is good for any thing, but th 


does always ſhoot above the Mark, can he ever Hit 


Capacity of his Hearers, can he ever Teach them Know- 


wents of Men; yea, they Teach them rhe very Doftrines 


6100 | 


cation, Fuftification, Adoption, and San@ification, is 
nothing elſe but ſo much ſpiritual Cant. And indee 


which is really good for nothing : That which is High 
and Lofty, Duaint or Witty, Scholaſtical or Controver- 


therefore, our Saviour makes it as great a Miracle, 
and as certain a Sign of the True Meffias, that the 
Poor had the Goſpel preached unto them, as that the 
Blind ſaw, the Lame walked, the Deaf heard, the 
Lepers were cleanſed, and the Dead were raiſed up 
from Death to Lite, Matth. xi. 5. And if poor Ig- 
norant People have ſuch a Proud Man for their Mi- 
niſter, muſt they not, without a Miracle, neceſſarily 
periſh for want of Knowledge? For, if an Archer 


it? And if a Miniſter does always preach above the 


ledge ? Is it not all one, as if he ſpoke in an Unknown 
Tongue, and were altogether a Barbarian to them? 
Sixthiy, The Scripture tells us of others, who, 
though they are neither Ignorant, nor Idle, nor Co- 
vetous, nor Voluptuous, nor Proud : Yet, they are 
Deceitſul; They handle the Word of God deceitfully ; 
they deceive God's People, by preaching that to them 
for God's Word, which is not really His, but their 


Own; they preach to them the Inticing Words of 


Man's Wiſdom, inſtead of the Sincere Milk of the 
Word; 5 ſhew them the Form, and not the Power 


of Godlineſs; they Feed them with Ceremonies and 


Tratha; Tien puh = Subſtantial and - Fundamental 
Truths; They puff them up with ſcience falſiy ſo called, 
inſtead of the Simplicity of the Goſpel; they ſpoil them 
zhro* Philoſopby and vain Deceit, after the Tradition of 


 * Men, after the Rudiments of the World, and not after 


Chriſt , They Teach them for Do@rines the Command 


of 


„X Bi od Sees 
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of Devils, Marth. xv. 9. compared with Colo” ii. 8. 


and 1 Lim iv. 1, And by this means, all true Goſpel- 


preaching is in many places much neglected ; and in 
ſome places it is almoſt wholly loſt. And if poor 
Ignorant People have ſuch a decerrful Handler and 
Corrupter of God's Word for their Miniſter, muſt they 
not, without a Miracle, neceſſarily periſh for want 
of Knowledge? For, how can a Man poſſibly ſubſiſt, 
if he has only a Stone for Bread, a Scorpion for an 
Egg, and a Cup of Poiſon for the Blood of the Grape? 

Seventhly, The Scripture tells us of others, who, 
tho' they are neither Ignorant, nor Idle, nor Cove- 
tous, nor Voluptuous, nor Proud, nor Deceitful; yet, 
they are far Worſe than all theſe. For, ſays our Sa- 
viour, Mat. xx11. 13, Wo unto you Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, Hypocrites. For, ye ſhut up the Kingdom of Hea- 
den againff Men. Te neither go into it yourſelves, nei- 
ther . ye them that are entring to go in. And then 
it follows, Ver. 1 5. Ie compaſs Sea and Land to make 
one Pro ſelyte, and when he is made, ye make him two- 
fold more the Child of Hell than yourſelves. They 
would neither be good themſelves, nor ſuffer others 
to be ſo. They would neither Preach themſelves 
nor ſuffer Chriſt and his Apoſtles to Preach to the 


People, that were ready to Periſn for want ofa Plain 


and a Searching Preacher. They were like thoſe 
two Prieſts, Hophni and Phinebas, who would neither 
be Chaſt themſelves, nor ſuffer others to be ſo. but 
lay with the Women that Aſſembled at the Door of the 
Tabernacle of the Congregation, 1 Sam. 11. 22, They 
were like Ahab and Zedekiah, theſe twoother Prieſts, 


who would neither be Chaſt themſelves, nor ſuffer 


others to be ſo, but were Roaſted in the Fire 1 the 
Kingof Babylon for committing Adultery with their Neighs 
bours Wives, Jer. xxix. 22, 23. And they were like 
thoſe other Ungodly Prieſts and People of the Fews 
who Proſecuted Sr. Paul, and forbid bim to Preach to 
the Gentiles, that they might be Saved, to fill up their 
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fold more the Children of Hell than themſelves, 


E 


Sins alway. Pr, the Wrath of God is come upon thens 


ro the uttermoſt, 1 Theſ ii. 15, 16. Mark this all of 


you as long as you Live: If a Miniſter refuſes to 


Preach himſeif, and forbids others tn Preach ,, it is 4 
certain Sign, that he is come to rhe Height of Wicked- 


eſs, and has filled up the full meaſure of all his Sins, 
and the Wrath of God is come upon him to the utter- 
moſt. And yet, there were not only ſome few of 
the Clergy, that were then thus notoriouſly Wicked. 
For, our Saviour lays it to the Charge of all the 
Scribes, and Phariſees, and Preachers of the Law in 
his time. And they all were ſo far from denying 
that Charge, that they Gloried, and Boaſted in it. 
For, ſay they to the Officers, that would not be ſo 


bad as they would have them be, by Apprehending 


Chriſt, and bringing him Bound to them, Are ye alſo 
Deceived ? Have any of the Rulers, or Phariſees be: 
ligved on him? But, ibis People, who knoweth not the 
Law, are Curſed, John vii. 47,48, 49. And if poor Ig- 
norant People have ſuch Men as theſe for their M1- 
niſters, muſt they not, without a Miracle, neceſſa- 
rily Periſh for want of Knowledge ? For, how can 
they poſſibly learn any true and ſaving Knowledge, 
when their Miniſters Curſe them for believing on Chriſt, 
and Damn them to the pit of Hell, for refuſing to 


* . 


be as Bad as they would make them? That is, wo- 


And thus I have proved out of God's own Word, 
without any Addition of my own Head; by plain and 


_ expreſs Texts of Scripture, that, Though there be a 


great many Miniſters in a City or Country; yet, the 
Common People may be ready to Faint and to Perifh for 
want of Knowledge ; for want of Plain, Affectionate, 
Practical, and Scripture-Preaching : Tea, and their Caſe 
may be ſo deſperately Bad, that nothing, but a Com- 


pany of Poor filly Sheep ſcattered abroad without a Shep: 


herd, can poſſibly repreſent their deplorable Condition. 
And that is the Doctrine with its Proof, The Uſe 


of 1 18 this. g 2 rſt, 


85 
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1 
Firſt, The Holy Ghoſt has cauſed the Faults of 
God's Miniſters to be written in Scripture : And 


therefore, we that are the Preachers of God's Word, 


are bound in Conſcience to preach againſt thoſe Mi- 
niſterial Faults, in our Sermons before the Clergy ; 
Eſpecially, upon ſuch publick Occaſions, as Ember. 
Week and Ordination-day ; that ſo, we may all be 
called upon, and ſtirred up to the better Performance 
of our Duty, For, thus did the Prophets in the Old 


| Teſtament, as is plain from Mal. ii r, 2. O ye Priefts, 


this Commandment is for Ju: If ye will not bear, andif 
ye will not lay it to heart, to give Glory unto my Name, 
ſaith the Lord of HoSts ; I will even ſend a Curſe up- 
on you, and I will Curſe your Bleſſings ; Tea, I have 
Curſed them already, becauſe ye do not put it to heart, 
And thus did Chrift himſelf in the New Teſtament, 
as is plain from Mat. xxiii. throughout the Chapter; 
Where he does Rebuke the Faults of the Jewiſh Cler- 
gy ſo ſharply, and does denounce ſo many Woes and 
Curſes againſt them, as are enough to make a Man's 
Heart to ache, and to break in pieces, when he on- 
ly hears them read. And therefore, if there be a 
Miniſter here preſent, that Hates him that tells him 
of his Faults, in God's Name, out of Gad's Mord, and by 
God's Authority : Then, thou Hateſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
that commands him to do ſo: Thou Hateſt the 
Prophets, that did fo : Thou Hateſt Chriſt himſelf, 
that did fo too: And thou Hateſt good Old Eli, that 
ſtrictly charged and commanded Samuel te do ſo to 
him, upon pain of Damnation, 1 Sm. iii. 17. If there 


be a Miniſter here preſent, that Hates him that thus 


tells him of his Faults ; Then thou art worſe than 
the common People, that deſird St. Fobz Baptiſt to 
do ſo to them, L1ke iii. xo. Thou art worſe than 
the common Soldiers, that deſir'd him to do ſo to 
them, Ver. 14. Thou art worſe than the Publicans 


and Sinners, that deſir d him to do ſo to them, Ver. 12. 


Thou art warſe than a Heathen, an Infide}, a Be/- 
7 HL ſhazzar, 


1 
1 
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| (14) 
Shxzzay, that highly rewarded the Prophet Daziel for 
doing ſo to him, Dan. v.25. with the following Verſes, 
Yea, and in one Word, Thou art worſe than the ve- 


ry Brute Beaſts that Periſn. And therefore, the 
E Ty Ghoſt calls thee. a Brutiſb Paſtor, Fer. x. 21. 
And h 


e gives thee the Reaſon for it, Prov. zi. I. 
Becauſe, He that hateth Reproof is Brut1ſh. For, he 
does like a Brute, that Kicks againſt the Pricks, and 
kicks againſt the Goad, that ſtrikes him. He Hates 
to be Repro vd, and he flies into his Reprover's Face, 
and he does him a Miſchief, if he can. And how 
then canſt thou pretend to be a Miniſter, when thou 
hateſt the Holy Ghoſt, bateft the Prophets, hateff good 
old Eli, and hateft Chriſt himſelf ? How canſt thou 
pretend to be a Man, a Learned Man, a Chriſtian 


Man, and a Clergy-man ; when thou art worſe than 


the common People, worſe than the common Soldiers, 
worſe than the Publicans and Sinners, worſe than the 
Heathens and Infidels ; yea, and worſe than the very 
Brutes themſelves? And yet, This, and only this is thy 
Name in the Judgment of God, whatever Men judge 


of zhee, if thou hateſt him that tells thee of thy Faults, 


in God's Name, out of God's Word, and by God's Au- 
zhority, But, my Beloved in the Lord; We are per. 
ſuaded better things of you, and things that accompany 


Salvation, though we thus ſpeak, Heb. vi. 9. 


| Secondly, The Holy Ghoſt has cauſed the Faults 
of God's Miniſters to be written in Scripture. And 
the ſame Holy Ghoſt aſſures us, that whatever 1s 
written in Scripture is written for our Iuſtruction. And 
therefore, let every Miniſter here preſent lay his 
Hand to his Heart, and examine his own Soul ſtricthy 
and impartially, as he will anſwer it before God at 
the Day of judgment: let him, I ſay, thus try and 
ſearch himſelf, whether he is not guilty of thoſe 


Faults, which the Miniſters of former Ages are re- 


corded in Scripture to have been guilty of; that ſo 


he may ſpeedi)y and effeßtually Repent of them 5 | 
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(#67). - 
this World, and avoid that everlaſting Deſtruction, 
that is due to him for them in the World to come. 

Firſt of all, Haſt thou entred upon the Miniſtry, 
when thou wert i2n0raut of the Miniſterial Office? 
Haſt thou ran before God ſent thee * and propheſy'd 
to others, before the Lord bad ſpoken to thee? Jer, 
xxiii. 21. Haſt thou ſet upon the Study of Divinity, 
before thou haſt ſcarce Read, and much leſs digeſted. 
a Sound Courſe of Philoſophy ? Haſt thou ſet up 


for a Preacher, before thou haſt ever Read thy Bible 


thoroughly and to the Purpoſe * Or, doſt thou even 
yet know and underſtand the Languages, which thy 
Bible was originally writ in? And haſt thou taken 
upon thyſelf the Cure of Souls, before thou wert 
learned enough, or perhaps of Age to undertake it? 

Second!y, If thou art learned enough, yet, art thou 
willing enough to diſcharge ſo great a Cure? Art 
thou not idle? Doſt thou Read Prayers in thy Pa- 
riſn· Church every Day in the Week, both Morning 
and Evening? Doſt thou Preach every Lord's Day 
in the Forenoon, and Catechiſe in the Afternoon ? 
Doſt thou Catechiſe and Read a Homily every Holy- 


day, as the Rubrick commands thee*® Doſt thou go 


from Houſe to Houſe in the Week days, and ſee whe- 


ther thy People do Pray, and pertorm all other 
Chriſtian Duties in their Families? As xx. 20. 


And doſt thou do all this thyſelf, and in thy own 
Perſon? Or, doſt thou only employ a Mercenary 
Hireling, who is neither Able nor Willing to do it 
for thee, but only goes to thy Church on the Lord's 
day, and never minds thy People all the Week after? 
Thirdly, If thou art neither Ignorant, nor Idle; 
but Learned enough, and Laborious enough: Yet, 
art thou not Covetous and Voluptuous? Art thou not 
given to filthy Lucre; and flthy Pleaſure? Does not 
Whoredom, and Wine, and ſtrong Drink take away thy 
Heart; and take up that Time, which thou oughteſt 
to ſpend in hard Study, bitter Weeping, fervent 
1 Prayer, 


— 


. 8 
Prayer, and frequent Faſting ? Hof. iv. 11. Does not 


+ Stingy, a Sordid, and an Immoderate Love of the 
World make thee 20 join Houſe to Houſe, and to lay 


Held to Field, and to heap up Preferment upon Pre- 
ferment, till there be no Place for thy poor Brethren, 
that thou mayeſt be placed Alone in the midſt of the 


Earth? Iſa. v. 8. And when thou haſt gotten al! 


this together, does there not ſome Secret Curſe go 
along with it, and make it all to be Bitter unto thee; 


yea, and make thee to be Bitter and Cruel to thine 


own Bowe's, and hinder thee from being Charitable 
and Hoſpitable unto others, and alſo from being Juſt 
to thyſelf, whom thou in a manner ſtarveſt for want 
of Neceſſaries? Does not thy Living overthrow thy 


© Preaching ? And does not thy Practice make all thy 
Sermons of no Effect | 


. Fourthly, If thou art neither Ignorant, nor Idle, 
nor Covetous, nor Voluptuons; yet, art thou not 
Proud? Doſt thou not ſcorn to be ſo Plain in thy 


Sermons, as to be counted a Foo! for Chrif*sfake*Doft 


thou not ſcorn to quit thy Human Learning, for 2e 
Foolifhneſs of Preaching ? Doſt thou not ſcorn to uſe 
a Familiar and a Popular Way of Preaching, when 


thou zhinkef# thou canſt ſpeak with the Tongues of 


Men and Angels? Doſt thou not ſcorn to Quote any 
Texts of Scripture 1n thy Sermons, and to uſe Scrip- 


ture Expreſſions, Scripture Proofs, Scripture Similitudes, 


Scripture Examples, and Scripture Applications, as if 


they were all 100 coarſe and homely for the Itching 


Ears of this Adulterous Age? Doſt thou not diſdain 
the very-Name of a Country Parſon, and wholly ſet 
up for a Higher, a Richer, and an Eaſier Office? Doſt 


thou not diſdain to go and Viſit Poor People, to ſeek = 


that which was loft, to bring again that which wes 

driven away, to bind up that which was broken, and to 

Hrengtben that which was Sick? Ezek. xxxiv. 16. Doſt 

thou not chuſe to be the Author of a New Notion, 

tho' it be Falſe, rather than to Preach and to Preſs 
| | | an 
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Groſs in Baptiſm and doſt in make any Conſcience 


| „„ me i 
an Old Known Truth upon the Hearts of thy Hear- 
ers? Daſt thou not chuſe to Introduce Three Gods into 
the World, rather than be content with the Old and 
True Way of Expreſſmg the Trinity? | 2 

_ Fifthly, It thou art neither Ignorant, nor Idle, 


nor Covetous, nor Voluptuous, nor Proud; yet, art 


thou not Deceitful ? Art thou not a Deceicful Handler 
and Corrupter of Gods Word : Doſt thou not hold 
that Original Sin, is not Properly a Sin; or it it be 


ſo; it is but the Leaſt of all Sins? Doſt thou not 


hold the Pelagzan and Arminian Doctrines, inſtead 
of the Articles and Homilies of our Church? Doſt 
thou not fay, that our Articles are only Articles of 
Peace, and not Articles of Religion? Doſt thou not 
lay, that our Homilies do only contain ſuch Doctrines, 
as were Neceſſary for the Time they were ite in, 
but not for the Time we now Live in? Doſt thou 
not Adore Free- wil fo far, as to make an ſaol of it; 


. yea, and to make God himſelf to Wait upon its 


Choice, in the Almighty Work of thy Converſion ? 
Doſt thou not make God to be in a manner an {ate 
Spettator, and thy Free- will to be the only Agent in 
thy Salvation ? Doſt thou not attribute ſo much to 
Natural Reaſon, and Moral Suaſion, that the Powerful, 
and Effectual, and Irreſiſtible, working of Gods Spirit, is 
wholly Rejected by thee as a mere Dream, and an Idle 
Fancy? Doſt thou not Extol thine o] Strength ſofar, 
as to fruſtrate the Grace of Chriſt? Doſt not Thou, 
and not God, make thee to Differ from another, 
which is directly contrary to St. Pauls Doctrine? 


1 Cor. iv. 7. Doſt thou not lay ſo great a ſtreſs upon 


little Things, as to neglect the werghtrer matters of 
the Law? PDoſt thou not make a Conſcience of Bow- 
ing at the Name of Feſus ; and doſt thou make any 
Conſcience at all of Curſing and Swearme by his Name, 
by his Blood, and by his Wounds? Doſt thou not make 
a Conſcience of Signing a Child with the Sign of rhe 


at 


— - — 


- mightily againſt thoſe that Sacrilegioufſy rob the 


at all of Catechiving that Child in the Doctrine of the 
Croſs of Chriſt, tho both the Rubrick, and the 59th 
Canon Command thee to do fo, every 7 and 


Holy-day in the Afternoon, upon pain of Sharp Reproof 
for The 4 firſt Fault, Sſpenfon tor the ſecond, and Ex- 
commnicatio# for the third? Doſt thou not cry out 


Church of its Parrimony; and doſt thou at all cry 
out againſt thy Self and Others, that rob Chriſt of 
thoſe Souls, which he has purchaſed with his Blood, 
by Suffering them to Periſn for want of True and 
Saving Knowledge ? Doſt thou not cry out mightily 
. againſt thoſe People, that rob thee of the leaſt of 
thy Tithes and Offerings; and doſt thou at all cry out 
againſt thy Self and Others, that rob thoſe very 
People of zbeir Hearts Blood, their Lives, their Souls, 
and their Salvation, by ſuffering them to be Damned 
for want of Catechizing and Preaching ? Doſt thou 
not cry out mightily againſt the Papiffs, for feeding 
their Communicants with mere òpecies and Accidents, 
Inſtead of Subſtantial Bread and Wine, repreſenting 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt ; and doſt not thou 
thy ſelf at the ſame time Serve thy Hearers juſt at 
the ſame Rate, whilſt thou Contendeſt fo nuch and 
ſo earneſtly for the Rites and Ceremonies, and ſo little, 

F at all, for the Do#rines of our Church. 
Sixth, It thou art neither Ignorant, nor Idle, nor 
Covetous nor Voluptuous, nor Proud, nor Deceit- 
ful; 8 art thou not far Worſe than all theſe? For, 
doſt thou not refuſe to be Good thy ſelf, and hinder 
others to be ſo ? Doſt thou not refuſe-to Faſt upon 
Ember-week thy ſelf, and hinder others to do ſo, 
and Reproach them for it? Doft thou not refuſe to 
"Preach thy felt, and hinder others to do fo, if thou 
thinkeſt they dare to Preach againſt thy Great, and 
Crying, and Reigning, and Damning Sins? Thy Piu. 
Tales, thy Mon- Reſidence, thy rp rn and thy 
R. 
* | "by 


| . 

thy Church and Family? Doſt thou not get as many 
Church Preferments as thou poſſibly canſt, and re- 
fuſe to Preach in them All Thyſelf, and thereby 
hinder all others, that are both Learned and Labo- 
rious; both Able and Willing to Preach in them in 
their own Perſons? Doſt thou not Envy and Hare a 

Ort bodo Miniſter, in thy very Heart and 
Soul; and ſay of him, as the Scribes and Phariſees 
did of Chriſt; He hath a Denil, and is Mad, wby 
bear ye Him? John x. 20. Yea, and to compleat 
thy Character; Doff thou not reckon'it a Greater 
Fault for a Man, 70 Tell thee of theſe; thy Faults, 
than it is for thee and others to be Guilty of them? 
And thus I have endeavoured to Examine every 
Miniſter here preſent, out of God's own Word, 
whether he be really guilty of thoſe Sins, which 
the Miniſters of former Ages are Recorded in Scrip- 
ture to have been guilty of. I neither A4ccuſe you 
of, nor Condenm you tor, any one of all theſe Sins. 
But, I wiſh with all my Heart and Saul, that both 
God and your on Conſciences may Acquit and 
Abſolve you from them all. For, 1 call Heaven 
and Earth to Record, That I do not ſay theſe things 
to ſhame yon; but, as my Beloved Brethren, I Harn 
Jou, 1 Cor. iv. 14. IVarn jou all in God's Name, 
and in Chriſt's Name, that you do not think your- 
ſelves Altoget her Free from All, or trom any One 
of all theſe Sins. For,  Oreginal Sin, which has in 
itſelf the Szed of every Sin whatever, is not Who] 
Mortified in the Bet of you all: And therefore, it 
may make you to fall into the. very Fort of all 
theſe Sins; as it made St. Feter to Deny Chriſt with 
Curiing and Swearing; and Hazael to do ſuch Bar- 
baraus things, as he thaught None but a Dog could 
ever have done; 2 Kings viii. 13. I Warn you all in 
god's Name, and in Chriſt's Name, that, as you va- 
Jlue the Salvation of your own Souls, and of them 
that hear Jou; ſo be e ſure, not to find Fault 


* 
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with the Holy Ghoſt, who has commanded me, 
upon pain of Damnation, to Warn you all againſt. 
all theſe Sins: Nor yet to find Fault with Me, who, 
according to the meaſure of Grace and Faithfulneſs He 
bas given me, have Conſcientiouſſy obey d his Come 
mand, and incurr'd your Difpleaſure for the Good 
of your Souls: But, lay all the Fault, if you are 
I guilty of any Fault, where it only ought to be laid, 
1 even upon your ownſelyes. And reſolve, reſolve 
immediately upon a full and perfect Amendment 
-” of Life, from this very Day, from this very Hour, 
{f from this very Moment. For, we do not know, 
1 whether any of us ſhall Live one Moment longer. 
We do not know, whether You or I ſhall Live to 
go out of this Church, or ever to come into it 
again, to be told of, and ſtirred up to, the con- 
ſcientious diſcharge of our Miniſterial Office, thus 
Plainly, thus Impartially, thus Convineingiy; and I 
heartily pray to God, Effectuali ß. 5 
Ohl my Beloved Brethren, do not think that I 
am too earneſ, or too much coucerned for your and 
your People's Immortal Souls: For, I know, I 
now, that your Souls have coſt Chriſt very dear; 
they have coſt him his Heart's Blood, they bave 
coſt him his Life. And can I be too much con- 
cerned, or, can I ever be concerned enough, for the 
Salvation of thoſe Souls, which have coſt my Lord, 
my God, and my Saviour; which have coft Chriſt 
Crucified ſo much? * . 
Oh! thoſe Emphatical Words of His to Simon 
Peter, are always founding in my Ears, and deeply | 
Rooted in my very Heart and Soul. Loveff ethos | 
Me? Feed my Lambs. Loveſt thou Me? Feed my 
Sheep. Lovef# thou Me? Feed my Sheep, John xx1. 
T5, 16, 17. And does Chriſt repeat this Thrice, 
"I that it may make the deeper Impreſſion upon us; 
Wil and are we. fo inſenſible, and ſo ſeared, and ſo judi- 
| ciaiſy hardned, as not to take the leaf Notice 5 it? 
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Does Chriſt here try a Miniſter's Love to him, Only 
by Carechizing bis Lambs, and Preaching to his 
Sheep 2 And can I pretend to Love Chriſt, when I 
neither Catechize nor Preach in my own Pariſh all 
the Var, or perhaps all my Life long? Or, can 1 
ever be 700 firi# in recommending theſe Duties, 
wherein my Love to Chriſt does onh conſiſt? My 
Love to Chriſt, who loved Me, and gave Himſelf 
for Me, when I was Dead 1 Freſpeſſe and Sins, 
Gal. ii. 20. compared with Epheſ. ii. 1. 2 
Oh! theſe Eyes of mine, theſe Eyes of mine, 
have ſeen, how poor Country- people do it in Dark- 
neſs and the ſhadow of Death, and are as Ignorant 
oft Chriſtianity, as if Chriſt had ſcarce ever been 
preached to them! And I am verily perſwaded, 
that if You, who have Great and Rich Places in 
the Country, would but do as Chriſt did; would 
' but Go and See, how the Multitudes, committed to 
your Charge, do Faint, and are Tired, and Wearied, 
and lie down, and are ſcattered abroad, '\'as == 
baving no Shepherd; you could not poſſibly chute 
but be moved with Pity. and Compaſſion on them; 
unleſs your Hearts are all Stone, and your Bewels are 
all Braſs, and ye yourſelves are more Barbarous than 
the Sea-Monfters, which draw out tbe Breaſt, and 
give Suck to their Toung Ones, Lam. iv. 3. 


” 


Oh! my Beloved Brethren, do not think that 1 
am too earneſt, or tao much concerned for your and 
your peoples Immortal Souls. For, wherher we be 
beſides ourſelves, it is te God; or, whether we be 
ſober, it 1s. for your Cauſe For, the Lobe of Chris 
conſtraineth us, becauſe we thus judge, that if One 
died for all, then were all dead; and that he died for 
all, that they which live, ſhould not henceforth live 
unto Themeſalves, but unto Him, which died for them, 


end Roſe again, 2 Cor. v. 13, 14, 17. 
Thirdly, The Holy Ghoſt has:cauſed the Faults of 

God's Minifters to be written in Scripture. * 
Rag W the 
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us Miniſters are the true and the Oniy Cauſe, # by 
God does curſe our very Bleſſmgs, and corrupt our Seed, 
| and — Dung Pon our 9 even the Dung of our 


(22) 

the fame Holy Ghoſt aſſures us, that the Faults of us 
Miniſters are 7 he Cauſe, why our People do not 
Repent of their Sins, and Reform their Lives. For, 
Hays the Lord, Fer. xxiii. 22. If the Prophets had 


food in my Counſel, and had cauſed my People to hear 


1, they ſbouid baue turned from their 
euil Way ond fro om the euil of their Doings. Where 
you he, _ the Cauſe, and indeed, the Only Cauſe, 

mentioned, why. rhe People did nos tur from 
zheir evil Way, and their evil Doings, is, becauſe the 


wy Words; the 


| Propbets had net flood in the Counſel of the Lord, and 


bad not cauſed them to bear bis Words. | And if you 
will turn to Mal. ii. 6. You will there find, that — 
great Succeſs of Levi's Miniſtry, in the Converſi ion 
gl Souls unto God, is Only attributed to his Hol 
reaching and Holy Living. For, tbe Law of 7 Trut 
was in bis Mouth, and Iniquity was nor found in bis 
Lips ; he walked with God in Peace aud Equity ;, and 
rhereſore, be did turn many away from Iniquity. And, 
if thy Bad Life be the Cauſe, and the Oz/yCauſe, here 
mentioned, why thy Pariſhoners are ſo Bad; Good 
poor Soul? 15 not 
thine own Badneſs enough to Damn thee, but thou 
muſt alſo Add all the Badneſs of thy whole Pariſh to 


make thy Damnation the more Intolerable ? Can 


not thine own Sins ſink thee deep enough into Hell, 
but thou muſt alſo Add all the Sins of thy People, 
to ſink thee deeper and deeper into the bottomleſs 
Pit; and the Gulf impaſſable ? Oh! thou haſt Sins 


enough of thing own to anſwer for, rhaug bh thou art 


he beft Man upon Earth; and therefote, he not tbau 


Arik awry 1 Mens Sins, 1 Tim. v. 22. 


The Holy Ghoft has cauſed the 2127 


16 God? 8 Miniſters to be written in Scripture : 


the ſame Holy Ghoſt aſſures us, that the Faults of 
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ſelemm Fraſtr, and make us Contemytible and Baſe bei 
fore all the people, Mal. ii. 2, 3, 9. Where you ſee; 
that all the Seed both of your Body and Ground, dll 
your Eſtate, all your Land, all your Money, all your 
Cattle, and all your other temporal Bleſſings, are 
Curſed by God himſelf, becauſe you do not perform the 
Work of your Miniſtry wit bout Fear or Favony ; but, 
are Partial in the Law of rhe moſt High, Ver. 9. You 
either Fear ſuch a Mans Perſon,” and Dare not; of 
you Admire ſuch a Mans Perſon, and Will not tell 
kim of his Sins, in Hope of getting ſomething from 
him, by your baſe and cowardly Silence. And be- 
cauſe you are thus Partial in Gods Law, having Mens 
Perſons in Admiration becauſe of Advantage, und 
Prefering one before anot her; therefore, God will cey+ 
tainly curſe all your Bleſffmgs z yea, and he bas cuyfedl 
them already, Ver. 2. And therefore, if the common 
Obſervation, that is in every ones Mouth, be really 
True: I do nor ſay, It is Trae: But, if it be really 


True: That Clergymens Children are more Unfortunate 


than other Mens; then, One Great Cauſe of it is this, 
Their Fathers do not faithfully diſcharge their Mi- 
niſterial Office. And therefore, God, according tb 
his Threatning, does corrupt all the Seed both of thi 
Body and Ground, and lays a dreadful Curſe upon all 
their Blefings and Eſtates, And thoſe Eſtates and God's 
Cirſe are Entailed together upon their Children; as 
the Leproſy and Eſtate of Gehazi deſcended together 
upon his Poſterity, 2 King, v. 27. And therefore, 
the Meat, Drink, Clothes, Portions, and all other things, 
which the Children of ſuch Ungodly Minifters have, are 
curſed with the Curſe of God, And, how then can 
fuch Children poſſibly Thrive and Proſper in the 
World? For, if be Bleſſing of God makes a Man Rich, 
the Curſe of God muſt needs make him Poor, Nov. x. 2a. 
And here in our Church, no Man can be received 
into the Miniſtry, but he. muſt firſt make a Solemn 
r 
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the Common · Prayer Book to be agreeable to God's 
Word, and that he will uſe Thar, and No other Form, 
in-publick Prayer and Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments. And no Man that is thus ſolemnly received 
into the Miniſtry; can be Lawfully admitted into 
any Eccleſiaſtical Place, With or Without Cure of 
Souls, but he muſt alſo Take a moſt Strict and Severe 
Oath againſt Simony. And d if it were poſſible for us 
to know how many have broken this Oarh, and are 
guilty of Perjury ; and have broken their Suh ſeripti- 
on to the Common-Prayer Book, which they pretend to 
Magnifie and Admire ſo much, by neglocting to Cate- 
chize, and to Read the Daily Prayers and Homilies ; 
and have broken their Sub ſcription to the Articles, by 
privateDiſputing, publick Preaching and Printing againſt 
them : It, I fay, it were poſſible for us to know, 
how many are guil i 4 


* 


of theſe things; it woulc 
make us All, if we have but the leaſt Senſe of their 
miſerable State, to quake and tremble to Think of 
their Numbers. And yet, all theſe Men have all 
their Bleſſings, and all their Eſtates, thus unlamfully 
gotten, curſed with the Curſe of God. And they 
cannot poſſibly lea ve them to their Children, but 
they muſt alſo at the ſame time neceſſarily leave 
the Curſe of God along with them. And how 
then can ſuch Children, while they Keep and Live 
upon theſe accurſed things, without making any Reſti- 
tution of them to the Right Owners How can they, 
I ſay, poſſibly Thrive and Proſper in the World, 
unleſs God will ſuffer them to do ſo on Purpoſe, 
that their Proſperity may deftroy them, and make their 
Deſtruction the more Intolerable, Prov. i. 32. | 
And indeed, if a Man ſeriouſly confiders the 
Proceedings of God in this Particular, without all 
Prejudice and Partiality, he will preſently find them 
to be moſt highly Reaſonable. For, all people com- 
mitted to a Miniſters Charge, are, or at leaſt he is 
to endeavour to make them, his Children according 70 
| | 78 
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the Spirit, begotten again, through his Miniſtry, to a 
lively Hope, by the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from 
the Dead, Gal. iv. 19. compared with 1 Pez. i. 3. 
And, if a Miniſter, that does not Catechize and 
Preach in his own Pariſn- Church, does Force his 
Children according to the Spirit, to go from Pariſh to 
Pariſh, and from Church to Church, to beg a little 
ſpiritual Food for their Souls, that are ready to 


| ſtarve for Hunger and Thirſt ; then, is it not moſt 


highly reaſonable, that his Children according to the 
Fleſh, ſhould be forced to go from Houſe to Houſe, 
and to beg their Bread from Door to Door? And 
if a Miniſter forces his Spiritual Children, to ſtarve 


for want of the Body and Blood of Chrift fre- 


quently Adminiſtred to them in the Bleſſed Sacra- 
ment; then, is it not moſt highly reaſonable, that 
his Natural Children, ſhould be forced to Starve for 

want of Meat and Drink ? | 
Sure I am, whatever you think of this Now, God 
has long ſince Threatned it, and he will certainly 


bring it to paſs, For, ſays the Lord, Ho. iy. 6, 7. 


My people are deftroyed for lack of Knowledge ; becauſe 
thou haſt rejected Knowledge, I will alſo reject thee, 
that thou ſbalt be no Prieft to ms; ſeeing thou haſt 
forgotten the Lam of thy God, I will alſo forget thy 
Children, and change their Glory into Shame And 
rhe Prieſts eat up the Sin of my people, and they ſer 
zheir Heart on their Iniquity. That is, they Eat and 
Feaſt upon the Sacrifices, which my people offer for 
their Sins; and they are heartily glad, that they 
commit ſo many Sins, and do not at all endeavour to 
Reclaim em, left their Gain ſhould be loſt. And, 
then it follows, Ver. 10. They ſhall eat, of thoſe 
Sacrifices unlawfully gotten, and they ſball not have 
enough; they ſhall commit W horedom, thinking there- 


by to increaſe their Children, and they ſball not In- 


creaſe ; becauſe they have left off to take heed to the 
Lord. Where you ſee, * the Sins of the Prieſts 
| „„ 1 5 | ale 


(26) 
are Threatned with Scarcity of Bread, and they 
Affect and Reach their Children as well as themſelves. 
And, you alſo ſee, that every Morſe] you eat, and 
every Draught you drink, and every Rag of Clothes 
you and your Children wear, are the Price of the 
Blood aud Souls of thoſe poor People, which are Stars 
ved on Earth, and Damned in Hell, for want of 
your Catechizing and Preaching. Every Glaſs of 
Vine you drink, is Bought with the Price, and 
Mingled with the Blood, of thoſe poor People, which 
Periſh through your Neglect. You Grind the Faces 
of the poor; and then, as the Pſalmi/t elegantly 
expreſſeth it, Ions eat them up for Bread, whenever 
you Feed yourſelves with the Tithes and Offerings 
of thoſe People, who are ready to Periſh everlaſt- 
ingly, becauſe of your ſhameful! Abſence from them 
all the Year long. And by this means, Je cover 
zhe Altar of the Lord with the Tears, the Weeping, 
and the Crying out of thoſe Poor, Starved, and 
Damned Souls ; Inſomuch that the Lord regardeth 
not your Offering any more, nor rereiveth it with good 
will at your Hands, Mal. ii. 13. 
And, how then can you ever expect, that your 
Eſtates, thus Damnebly gorten, ſhould ever Thrive 
or Proſper with You or your Children ? And there- 
fore, though you have no Regard to your own 
Souls, nor to the Souls of your People, nor to the 
Blood of Chriſt, which was Shed for the Redemp- 
tion both of your and their Souls; yet however, 
have ſome little Regard to the Bodies and Souls of 
your poor Children. Oh! do not make them 4 
Generation of God's Wrath ! Do not make them the 
Heirs of your Vices as well as your Eſtates. Do 
not make them to Inherit your Curſes as well 
as your Bleſſings Oh! remember what a dread- 
ful Legacy Foab left to his Children, 2 Sam. iii. 29. 
One of them was to have an Iſſue, another a Le- 
proſy, another 70 {eau on bis Kaff for Lamenels, 
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| Children no better; yea, fo 
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another 70 fall on the Sword, another t0 Jack Bread. 


And canſt thou find in thy Heart to leave thy 

| 75 worſe Legacies than 
theſe are? Canſt thou find in thy Heart to leave 
thy Ignorance and Idleneſs to one, Covetouſneſs and 
Foluptuouſneſs to another, thy Pride and Malice to 


another, and thy Neglect of Catechixing, Preaching, 


and daily Prayers in thy Church und Family to ano- 
ther of thy Children? Canſt thou find in thy Heart 
to leave thy Children no better Legacies than theſe 
are? Canſt thou pretend to Love thy Children, and 

et leave them Nothing to Live upon, but thy 
2 and thy Curſes the Tears of the Living, and 
the Blood of the Dead? And canſt thou fiil ex- 
pe&, that they ſhould Thrive and Proſper in the 
World, when this is all the Portion, and all the 
Stock, thou giveſt them, to begin the World, and 
to ſet up with? 

Fifthly, There was heretofore a Generation of 


Men, who cried up, The Temple of the Lord, The 


Temple of the Lord, The Temple of the Lord, Jer, vii. 4. 
And yet, thoſe very Men were the greateſt Enemies 
to that Temple. For, it is there expreſſy ſaid of 
them, Ver. 6. 9. That they would oppreſs the Poor, 
the Fatherleſs, and the Midom; they would ſhed inno- 
cent Blood, Steal, Murder, commit Azuultrey, Swear 
falfly, burn Incenſe to Baal, and walk after other God's, 
And have not We juſt ſuch another fort of Men now 
adays, who cry up, The Church, The Church, The 
Church z and yet, will do Nothing for the Church, 
but Drink, and Swear, and Whore, and take away the 
Church-Land, and Call the Beſt Men of its Com- 
munion, the Soundeſt Preachers and the Stricteſt 
Livers, 'a Company of Puritans and Fanaticks ? 
And theſe Men, I know very well, will preſently 


pretend a great deal of Zeal,” and will find Fault 


with thoſe Texts of Scripture, which I have Quoted 
out of God's own Word for the Proof of my 
Wenn , 


ä ſelves . then, our | 
Earneſt, when we do not ſpare ourſelves, they will 
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1 (28) 
Doctrine: And to theſe Men J will only ſay thus 
much, A chaft Virgin, or a chaft Wife, does not at all 
think herſelf abuſed, when ſhe hears a Whore or an 
Adiltereſs ſet forth in her proper Colours: And 
a Learned and a Labourious Miniſter, does not at 
all think Himſelf, or the Miniſterial Office, abuſed ; 
when an Ignorant, an Idle, a Covetous, a Vanton, and 


a Proud Phariſee is deſcribed to the Life. If any 


Man here preſent finds himſelf Touch'd; in God's 


Naine, let him Reform and Amend : And if not, 
why does he then find Fault? Let him rather Bleſs 
God that he ſtands, and zake heed that he do nor fall. 
When we thus lay the Axe to the Root of the Tree, 
and begin, where God's Judgments uſually do, with 
God's own Houſe fir, and deal impartially with our- 
arers will think we are in good 


think we have the ſame Bleſſed Spirit that Moſes 


had, who did not Spare either Himſelf, or his Bro- 


ther Aaron, or his Siſter Miriam; but Plainly and 
Publickly recorded their Faults in Scriptnre, as well 


as others; and they will never be able to be Angry 
with us, for telling them of their Sins roundly and 


{martly to their Face. And indeed, to tell you my 
Mind freely, it is not our Privilege, Oz!y to tell 
other Men of their Sins, and never to be told of our 
own. It 1s not our Prerogative, Only to declaim 
againft other Mens V ices, and to Live and to Reign 


in our own without Controul, No no, I ever zbe 


Church be Reformed, We Church-Men, and We Clergy- 


Men, muſt firſt Reform ourſelves, For, We are the Salt 


of the Earth; and therefore, we are to ſpend our- 
lelves, as Salt is ſpent, to Seaſon others, and to keep 
them from Corruption; and how can we do fo, it 
we ourſelves have loſt our Saviour? We are the Light 


of the Werld; and therefore, we are to ſpend our- 


ſelves ; as 4 Candle is ſpent, to enlighten others; 


and how can we do ſo, 1t we ourſelves are all Dark- 
nels? Mar. v. 13, 14 ©" Sixthyy, 
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Sixtbly, If it be a diſmal Sight to ſee ſeveral 
Thouſands of poor people, Fainting, and ready to 
Periſh for want of a little Meat and Drink to feed 
their Bodies; then, is it not a far worſe Sight to ſee 
ſeveral Thouſands of poor people, Fainting, and 
ready to Periſh for want of good Catechizing and 
Preaching to feed their Souls ? For, though a Man's 
Body ſtarve for want of Meat and Drink ; yet, his 
Soul may go to Heaven notwithſtanding ; as is 
plain from what is recorded of Lazarus, Luke xvi. 21, 
22. But, if a Man's Soul ſtarve for want of Catechiz- 
ing and Preaching, both his Body and his Soul, ia 
the Ordinary Way of God's Providence, mult needs go 
to Hell. A Famine of Bread 1s bad ; but, a Famine 
| of the Word is far Worſe. For, the Soul that feeds 
upon the Word, is far better than the Body that 
feeds upon Bread. For ſays the Prophet, Tſa. xxx. 20. 
Though the Lord give you the Bread of Adverſity, and 
the Water of Ajiidion ;, yet ſhall not thy Teachers be 
removed into a Corner any more. Where you ſee, that 
though a Man be fed with the Bread of Adverſi- 
ty, and the Water of Affii#ion ; that is, ſuch courſe 
Fare, as is ſcarce able to keep Body and Soul to. 
gether ; yet, as long as he has his Teachers left 
him, and he may both See aud Hear them ; he 
has that which is far better. For, it is better to 
be a Beggar with the Goſpel, than to be a King 
without it, For, ſays the Holy K. David, It is better 
to be a Door-keeper in the Houſe of the Lord, than to 
dwell in the Tents of Ungodlineſs, Pla). Ixxxiv. 10. 
And therefore, it is a ſhrewd Sign, that God is 
extreme Angry with a People, when he takes a- 
way a good Miniſter from them. For, When God 
zook away Lot, the Preacher of Righteonſneſs, from 
Sodom ; he preſently rained upon it Fire and Brim- 
Soue from Heaven, Gen. xix. 22, 24. It is a ſhrewd 
Sign, that God is extreme Angry with a people, 
when he ſends them a bad Miniſter: For, "_ 
| 0 
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God fets a Lyon, a Wolf, or a Leopard, to Watch 
over 's 82, bs he not a mind A Deſtroy it? 
Fer, v. 6. And, when God put a lying Spirit into 
the Mouth of all Ahab's Prophets, to perſuade him 
70 go up to Ramoth-Gilead, had he not fully de- 
termined that Place for his Deſtruction? 1 Ning 
xxii. 23. And therefore, you may all aſſure your 
ſelves, that God has not many People to ſave in 
that Pariſh, where he does not Settle a good Mini- 
fer. For, if God has any Harveſt in a Pariſh, he 
will certainly Send a good Labourer, to reap it 
down, to gather it up, and to put it into his Barn, 
If God has any Sheep in 4 Parith, he will cer- 
tainly Send a good Shepherd to look after them. 
For, if God hat much People at Corinth, or any 
where elſe, he always Sends them a Paul, or ſome 
other able Miniſter, to Inſtru& them in the Faith 
of Chriſt, Acts xviii. 9. 10. For, the Harveſt, 
the Sheep, and the People of God, are the Jewel“ 
of the Lord of Hoſts, and they ſhall all be care- 
fully made up, and ſafely kept by that watchful 
Keeper of Iſrael, that never Slumbers nor Sleeps, 
Mal. iii. 17. compared with Pſal. cxxi. 4. For, 
that God, who takes care of every Sparrow, and 
numbreth the Hairs of your Head, and ſuffers 
not ſo much as a Tear you ſhed in Secret to be 
loſt, but puts it in his Bortle, and notes it in his 
Book ; that good God, who does all this, will 
never ſuffer the Souls of his People to be loſt, 
for want of a good Miniſter to look after them; 
unleſs you think that your Souls which are his 
Jewels, and for which Chrift died, are not worth 
ſo much as a Sparrow, a Hair of your Head, or 
a Tear that falls down your Cheeks, when you 
weep for your Sins. WE HER A 
 Laftly, If our Fore-Fathers Suffer'd fo great a 

Famine of the Word, that they were ready to 
Faint and to Periſh for want of a Preaching Mi- 
ny” | R piſter ; 


(31) 
niſterz then, let us have a great Care, that we 
do not Provoke God to take away this Ineſt im- 

able Bleſſing from us. For, at preſent, bleſſed be 
God for it, We have the Bible in our own Tongue, 
that we may read it at Home; and we have ſome 
Few Miniſters, that Catechizenas well as Preach out 
of it, that we may be Edified when we are in 
Church. And God increaſe their Number for Chriſt 
his Sake, But, if we make Light of this Un- 
| ſpeakable Mercy, we cannot poſhbly have it long. 
For, If we do not beartily Repent of all our Sins, 
| our Candleſtick will be quickly removed from us, 
Rev. ii. 5. And if we do not bring forth Fruit meet 
for Repentance, the Kingdom of God will ſhortly be | 
zaken away from us, and given to a Nation bring- 
ing forth the Fruit thereof, Mat. xxi. 43. 
Nay further, If we come to Church, and do 
not come there with our Souls as well as our 
Bodies + Mark this as long as you live : If our 
Souls do not Think upon what the Miniſter Says 
to us out of God's Word; but, do Think of our 
Studies, our Shops, our Fields; or ſuch a Man, or 
ſach a Woman, or the like: If our Souls be Hand- 
ring and Roving abroad, while the Miniſter 1s Read- 
ing, Praying, Catechizing, or Preaching : Then, we 
Provoke God to take away the Goſpel from us: 
Yea, God himſelf has long Since Threatned to do 
ſo for this very Fault, as little as you rake it zo 
be. For, thus ſaith the Lord, I/. xxix. 13, 14. 
For as much as this people draw near me with their 
Mouth, and with their Lips do hononr me ; but, 
have removed their Heart far from me: Therefore, 
| Behold, I will proceed to do a Marvellous work, 
among this. People, even a Marvellous Work, and 
a Wonder. For, the Wiſdom of their Wiſe Men 


Bunny 1 vw 73 %Y oY &S-S W w* 


2 | | 


| i © 


ww get Q = R w Tk ww 1 PD © hwy » Mae | we RO wvih w- 


1 Hall Periſh, and the Lnderſtanding of their Pu. 
” dent Men ſhall be Hid, And therefore, when ever 
I you come to Church with your Mouths and with 

| N ycur 


128 - = f 
. 3 3 e 
— 1 9 —Y 
— — 12 — —— — or 
- — 


—— — 


T ve» — — ww — 
er _— 2 
——yt— «c 2 — 


nn 
* % 


2 
— 


— 
— — 
S 
. 
r 
9 — A Weg 


—— © 
— 
N n 83 
* * N 


— es 2 
8 * 
* _ 


r 


2 * 


Fr. 


—_— — 


gr wy 


l is” l 
14 4 *% 
1 
19 T 
T3 1 
F 1 
1 

16 

14 

oo 14 

1 

141 


— r 3 


N 4 4 SS r + 2 — > N a * ws 4 8 
— 8 yy — - A mam er 1 * 4 — 
* 2 r — pos ob > At l * S g rs © * N W 
N 422 ba. 2 4 TE. - ttt” 9 . ns I ey _— 0 Pg hr Ps n 
0 25 * Re a rn ²˙»nwAA ESE a5 c * 8 . 


5 


85 4 32 4 bp 

7 1% FI s I, but, leave your Karts 0d Seni at 
Home, or ſuffer them to M ander and to Rove. abroad, 
and to. Mind any thing, fave only what Got 
Niſter ſa 4 wn qu out of God's 'own Word: Then 


have a 
of your I Wiſe 7 755 do not Periſh,, and the Underſtaud- 


In 
Gade 47 which is zbe Wordof Life; the Goſpel, which 


18 . Word of Salvation ; the Goſpel, which is zhe 


Word of God, be not talen away from Ton for ever, 


and given to Others, that will make a better Uſe of it. 
From which dreadful Judgment, good Lord, delivet 
us all for Chriſt his Sake, ts Amen, 9 5 
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have a great Care, That the. iſto 
15 Prudent Men be not Hid: And the 
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